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Further to Highways England’s earlier submission on 14 July 2020 requesting to be 
registered as an Interested Party (ID number 20025438), Highways England now 
sets out its Relevant Representation below. 
  
Highways England is a strategic highway authority appointed by the Secretary of 
State as the highway, traffic and street authority for the Strategic Road Network 
(SRN) and has, in respect of the Thurrock Flexible Generation Plant (TFGP) 
application, particular interest in the A1089 and A13 Trunk Roads and the M25 
Motorway.  
 
Highways England also has an interest in respect of the proposed Lower Thames 
Crossing (LTC), a Trunk Road Project which will be in the vicinity of the TFGP 
scheme. Highways England will be submitting a DCO application for LTC later this 
year. 
  
Lower Thames Crossing 
  
LTC will be a new road connecting Essex and Kent, located east of Gravesend and 
Tilbury and will have some physical overlap with the proposed TFGP scheme, 
particularly the high-pressure gas pipeline route and access roads. TFGP’s 
cumulative effects assessment with regard to LTC is based on information available 
in LTC’s Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). Since publication of 
the PEIR in September 2018 Highways England ran a supplementary consultation 
from 29 January to 2 April 2020, with further information on the LTC Project being 
made available to the public. Highways England has also undertaken a design 
refinement consultation on the Project which closed on 12 August 2020. The 
Environmental Statement submitted by Highways England with its DCO application 
for LTC will include a cumulative effects assessment considering TFGP.  
  
Close engagement between TFGP and LTC is crucial, and continues, to enable 
Highways England to understand the relationship between the construction 
timetables of the two schemes (and the associated land requirements and overlap of 
any utilities works), particularly given the lack of certainty connected with TFGP’s 
option for single or three phased construction.  
 
The Current SRN 
  
TFGP’s draft proposals provide for construction materials to be brought in via the 
existing Port of Tilbury Site and to be transported to site on Heavy Goods Vehicles 
using the A1089 St Andrew’s Road. All TFGP construction vehicles will need to 
make a U-turn manoeuvre at the roundabout on the A1089, to the north of the Port 
(known as the ‘Asda’ roundabout) and Highways England has concerns about the 
safety and frequency of these U-Turns. Highways England is concerned to ensure 
that any potential operational and safety issues that may arise from the use TFGP’s 
construction traffic on the SRN are appropriately monitored and mitigated. 



 
Whilst Highways England does not have an objection to TFGP in principle, Highways 
England will not be able to support the proposals in the absence of an agreement on 
these matters being reached including agreement on protective provisions. Dialogue 
continues between Thurrock Power Limited and Highways England and we hope to 
complete a Statement of Common Ground before the end of examination.  
 
Highways England reserves the right to make further representations as part of the 
examination process and will comment in further detail in its written representation.  
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